
The Strategic Bonus Report: How
Irish Companies Use Tax-Free Gifts
to Drive Culture, Retention &
Engagement

Discover why the most

innovative HR teams use tax-

free gift cards not just as a

benefit, but as a strategic

lever for culture and loyalty.



The Strategic Case for Gifting

Today’s Workforce Expects More
Today’s workforce, especially Gen Z and millennials, expects more than just a

payslip. They value recognition that feels personal, timely, and flexible. Outdated

perks like branded merchandise or generic vouchers often miss the mark.

74% of employees say they would work harder if they felt better

appreciated (Source: Gallup).

Why Even a €500 Tax-Free Bonus Has Impact
A €500 gift card given under Ireland’s Small Benefit Exemption has more power

than you think. When compared to the cost of a grossed-up cash bonus:

The employer saves on PAYE, USC and PRSI

The employee keeps 100% of the value

Everyone avoids the awkwardness of a “bonus after tax”

Christmas Is a Cultural Moment, Don’t Miss It
December is still the most powerful time to show appreciation. It's

emotionally charged, socially significant, and tax-friendly making it the

ideal moment to reward effort and boost loyalty



The Psychology of Gifting: Why It
Works (and When It Backfires)

When Gifting Backfires

Done wrong, gifting can do more harm than

good, making the recipient feel misunderstood,

underappreciated, or even burdened.

Gifting has deep emotional and social roots. It builds connection, triggers reciprocation, and

reinforces values like appreciation and trust.

Why Gifting Works

1. Reciprocity
When we receive a gift, we feel naturally inclined to

return the gesture in the form of goodwill, loyalty,

or continued business. This is a fundamental social

rule hardwired into our behavior.

2. Recognition & Belonging
Gifts signal appreciation. For employees, it validates

effort and reinforces their sense of belonging. For

clients, it strengthens the relationship and shows

they’re not just a number on a spreadsheet.

3. Emotional Anchoring
When a gift is timed well  such as after a milestone,

renewal, or strong performance it creates a

memorable emotional “anchor”. 

4. Autonomy & Empowerment
This is where Swirl Gift Cards shine. Because they’re

accepted anywhere Mastercard is, recipients get

something far more valuable than a branded hamper:

choice.

Unlike store-specific gift cards or fixed gift boxes,

Swirl cards give recipients the power to decide what

matters to them.

Common pitfalls:

Overly branded gifts that feel like

advertising

Assumptions about preferences

Inconvenient delivery or redemption

methods

Delayed or impersonal gifts that feel like

an afterthought
What Makes Swirl Different?

Open loop Mastercard 

Not restricted to one retailer recipients

can spend where they actually shop

Simple ordering 

 No platform training or onboarding ideal

for HR, Sales, and Admin teams

Scalable for bulk or single gifting 

 Equally effective whether you're sending

to 5 or 5,000 recipients 



Real Results from Real Businesses
Who Uses Swirl: Customer Profiles

A nationwide service provider uses Swirl Gift Cards

to reward loyal customers with cashback-style

bonuses.

Service Provider | Customer Cashback

Campaigns

One of Ireland’s leading retail chains turns to Swirl for

staff gifting at scale. Cards are distributed across stores

nationwide, without the hassle of central distribution

logistics.

Retail Group | 1,000+ Employees Across Ireland

Pharmaceutical Company | Long-Term Service Awards
This pharma firm uses Swirl Gift Cards as part of its

employee milestone programme, offering a flexible,

appreciated reward without guessing individual

preferences.



Myth Truth

Corporate Gifting Myths: Busted

“Gift cards are impersonal”

Swirl cards give recipients the

freedom to choose what they

actually want, making the gesture

more personal, not less.

“We don’t have time to

organise gifting”

Swirl’s bulk ordering and fast

turnaround mean you can gift to

hundreds in minutes.

“Gifting is only for

Christmas”

Gifting works year-round;

onboarding, KPIs hit, anniversaries,

referrals, and team wins.

“Only large budgets make

an impact”

A well-timed €25-€50 Swirl Gift

Card can make a bigger impression

than expensive, generic gifts.

“Branded gifts show more

thought”

Most branded merch gets forgotten.

A Swirl card is practical, appreciated,

and used.



10 Insider Secrets to Smarter Gifting with
Swirl Gift Cards

The “Open Loop” Advantage Nobody Talks

About

Swirl cards aren't locked to one shop, they’re

powered by Mastercard, which means your

recipients can spend them literally anywhere

Mastercard is accepted.

Works Whether You’re Gifting 10 or 10,000

Whether you're a startup or a large

enterprise, Swirl makes it friction-free to

order corporate gift cards in bulk with the

same smooth experience either way.

No Risk, No Guesswork

No more stressing over the “right” bottle of

wine or box of chocolates. Swirl lets you skip

the awkward decisions and give people

exactly what they want.

Fast Turnaround, Even When You're Behind

Schedule

Running late on your campaign or event?

Swirl’s fulfilment is quick, reliable, and easy

so you can deliver on time without

compromising quality.

Presentation That Impresses – Without the

Extra Effort

Swirl Gift Cards come professionally packaged

and ready to hand out, so they always arrive

looking sharp and feel premium no extra

wrapping or prep needed. Even in bulk, every

card makes a polished first impression.

No Platforms. No Portals. No Headaches.

There’s no software to learn or dashboard to

manage. Swirl’s ordering process is

straightforward, making it perfect for HR,

admin, or marketing teams to run with minimal

effort.

Control Your Budget, Down to the Cent

Preload cards with exact amounts (€15,

€25, €50) so you can stay on budget and

align with finance or gifting policies

without overspending.

One Delivery Point = Maximum Simplicity

Need cards sent to your office or HQ for

handover? Swirl allows bulk delivery to a

single address, keeping things streamlined and

ideal for internal distribution.

A Gift That Works for Everyone

From new hires to long-time clients, Swirl is the

universal crowd-pleaser. No dietary concerns, no

missteps just appreciation that lands every

time.

Trusted by Irish Businesses for a Reason

Swirl Gift Cards are issued and serviced locally in

Ireland, so you’re working with a team that knows

your needs  and won’t leave you waiting when it

counts.
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A Step-by-Step Guide for HR Leaders

Pitching Swirl Gift Cards

Common Issues

Why HR Teams Choose Swirl Over Gym Subs, Vouchers, or Merch

Option Why Swirl Wins

Gym Memberships
Exclude remote/hybrid staff,

low participation, tricky to

manage

Swirl is universal and inclusive

— spend anywhere

One-Store Gift

Vouchers

Limited utility, risk of

seeming impersonal
Swirl is open-loop Mastercard

— recipients choose

Branded Merch
Sizing, taste, storage,

environmental impact

No waste, no guesswork —

cards feel premium & practical

Spot Bonuses (Cash)
Taxed, complex, triggers

expectations for future

bonuses

Swirl is tax-free under SBE,

no payroll involvement

How to Sell It to the CEO  How to Sell It to the BoardHow to Sell It to Finance

Tax Free Reward 

Cost less than

payroll bonus 

No internal

processing 

Shows appreciation Compliant with SBE 

Easy to

communicate 

Strengthens company

brand 

Promotes fairness

Fits budgeted costs 



Plan your 2025 rewards today.

📩 Contact: sales@swirlcard.com

 📞 Call: +353 1 687 7985

 🌐 Visit: www.swirlcard.com

Order Now Learn More Enquiry 

The smartest HR teams are already planning for a more engaging, efficient, and

meaningful approach to employee recognition. With tax-free Swirl Gift Cards, you

can reward your teams in a way that drives loyalty, supports culture, and saves on

payroll costs, all with minimal admin.

Start planning now to make your 2025 rewards impactful, inclusive, and stress-free.

https://www.swirlcard.com/
https://www.swirlcard.com/corporate-gift-card/employee_gift_cards/
https://www.swirlcard.com/corporate-gift-card/employee_gift_cards/
https://www.swirlcard.com/corporate-gift-card/corporate-ordering-faqs/
https://www.swirlcard.com/swirlgiftcardenquiry-2/
https://www.swirlcard.com/swirlgiftcardenquiry-2/

